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door and the courtyard, he called out, cowman! And you
there, the swineherd!9 and then proceeded tactfully to sound
them:' Shall I out with it, or shall I hold my tongue? No, I feel I
must speak. If it came to fighting for Odysseus, what line would
you men take - supposing he were to blow in from somewhere,
suddenly, just like that? Would you be on the Suitors' side or
his? Tell me which way your real feelings lie/
'I wish to god,' the cowman said, 'some power would only
bring him home. You'd soon know my mettle and what I can
do with my hands/ And Eumaeus chimed m with a prayer to all
the gods that their wise master might see his home again.
Odysseus, thus assured of their genuine feelings, took the next
step.' Well, here I am!' he said. * Yes, I myself, home again in my
own country after nineteen years of suffering. I realize that you
are the only two of all my men who will be glad to see me back,
for I have not heard a single one of the others put up a prayer for
my return. So I'm going to tell you two exactly what I am pre-
pared to do for you in the future. If the powers above let me
suppress this gang of bullies, I'll get you each a wife, make you a
grant, and build you houses near to mine; and from that day I
shall regard you both as Telemachus' friends and brothers. I have
said I am Odysseus - let me give you proof positive of the fact,
so that you may know me for certain and be convinced in your
hearts. Look at this scar, where I was struck by a boar's tusk
when I went to Parnassus with Autolycus' sons.'
As he spoke, he drew his rags aside and exposed the long scar.
The two men looked, and examined it carefully. Then they
burst into tears, flung their arms round Odysseus' neck, and
kissed him fondly on the head and shoulders. Odysseus, equally
moved, kissed their heads and hands; and the tender scene might
well have been prolonged till sunset, had Odysseus not decided
to bring it to an end. * Stop crying,' he said, * or someone coming
from the house may notice us and tell the people indoors. Go in
now, one after the other, not in company. I shall go first; and
you must follow. And here's your cue. The others, I mean that
gang of Suitors, will refuse to let me have the bow and quiver.

